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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: PARENTS’ RIGHT TO WITHDRAW 
The law states that: 
· If the parent asks that a pupil should be wholly or partly excused from receiving any religious education at the school, then the school must comply. More information can be found NATRE Guidance dealing with withdrawal from RE sample pages.pdf 
How should a parent make the request? 
· All requests should be made to the headteacher in writing using the Right To Widrawal Request form below. 
· A written record should be made of the request, any discussion and the outcome. 
· The Head Teacher will respond both verbally and in writing.
· The request must be submitted annually to the Head Teacher. The withdrawal is only effective for the current academic year. 

Can the headteacher ask the parent to reconsider? 
· Parents considering withdrawal should be asked to contact the headteacher to arrange a discussion. 
· The school can ask why the parent wishes to withdraw the child but cannot require a reason to be given; 
· It is reasonable for the headteacher to explain the approach to religious education: 
· At St Paul’s Primaty School, RE is inclusive and explores what it means to be human; 
· It is not indoctrinating or nurturing children in a faith or promoting any particular belief system; 
· RE makes a significant contribution to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 
 
Can a parent withdraw their child(ren) from particular parts of RE rather than from the subject as a whole? 
· Yes. However, the headteacher should explain that the aspect is important within the RE programme: 
· Visit to a place of worship: it should be made clear that the purpose is to find out about why, where and how worship takes place and is not to participate in worship. The school might consider whether the parent could be invited to accompany the group; 
· A faith visitor to school: parents, pupils and visitor should be clear that the purpose is to educate and learn about the experience of a person of faith, not for the visitor to attempt to proselytise; 
· A particular religion: the headteacher will explain the importance of respectful engagement with all religious perspectives and the educational value of learning about diverse worldviews.
 
Can children be withdrawn from other subjects when there is an element of religion in the programme? 
· Generally not – for example, when studying the Catholic and Anglican churches in the Tudor period or a religion- inspired piece of music or art when the learning objectives relate to those subjects; 
· However, if religious education is taught as part of an integrated programme the parental right must be respected when the learning objectives are those of religious education. 
 


St Paul’s CE Primary School
Religious Education (RE) Withdrawal Request Form
Section 1: Parent/Carer Details
Parent/Carer Name: _______________________________________
Relationship to Pupil: _______________________________________
Contact Number: _______________________________________
Email Address (optional): _______________________________________
Section 2: Pupil Details
Pupil Name: _______________________________________
Class/Year Group: _______________________________________
Section 3: Withdrawal Request
I wish to withdraw my child from: (please tick all that apply)
☐ All Religious Education (RE) lessons
☐ Specific RE topics/units (please specify):
 _______________________________________
☐ Specific activities (e.g., visits, guest speakers – please specify):
 _______________________________________
Reason for withdrawal request (optional):
 _______________________________________
Section 4: Acknowledgement & Discussion
Parents are encouraged to meet with the Headteacher to discuss the educational context of RE and explore the request further.
☐ I wish to arrange a meeting with the Headteacher
☐ I do not wish to meet at this time
Section 5: Agreement
I understand that:
 - My child will be provided with supervised alternative educational activities during RE sessions.
 - This request will be reviewed annually.
 - I can amend or withdraw this request at any time by contacting the school.
Signature of Parent/Carer: _________________________
Date: ___________________
Section 6: School Use Only
Date request received: ___________________
Discussion held with parent/carer: ☐ Yes ☐ No
Date of discussion: ___________________
Summary of discussion and agreed actions:
 _______________________________________
 _______________________________________
Alternative arrangements for the pupil:
 _______________________________________
Annual review date set for: ___________________
Headteacher Signature: _________________________
Date: ___________________
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